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Although the Mosquitonet Project is
small, for eight years we’ve been
operating as volunteers with zero spent
on overhead. We have managed to raise
over $100,000,which translates into
about 12,500 nets. Assuming that three
or four people sleep under one family
size net, this is equivalent to protection
for at least 30,000 individuals!

Happy Mom carrying baby and mosquito net she
received free from the Mosquitonet project

 Director  IEBA Health Department Mr Kwanzambi Kuku distributes nets in Sumpi, Zaire province

The old expression “Good
things come in small
packages” could well be
said about the Angola
Mosquitonet Project.
Firstly, the mosquito nets

themselves are good things distributed in
nice compact blue packages and secondly
is the fact that compared to ambitious
Africa-wide anti-malaria programs such
as those sponsored by the United Nations,
our initiative is tiny but good. Good
because we catch the groups that fall in
the cracks. These are groups or
organizations headed by responsible
people whom we know personally who
are working in the hinterland of Angola
as well as the ghettos inside the sprawling
capital of Luanda but don’t qualify for or
don’t have the logistical back-up or time
to apply for mosquito nets from the big
agencies.
   Take for example Joan Woodyer, a
British registered nurse working in the
province of Zaire. Joan works in a clinic
run by the Baptist Church in the
province’s capital city, M’banza Conga.
When she heard of the Mosquitonet Project
she contacted us. We gave her church in
Luanda 400 nets which they promptly
shipped up to Joan.
   Receiving nets is the easy part.
Distributing nets however is a
complicated and sometimes even political
process. Everybody wants a mosquito net
and when one village or neighborhood
hears that their neighbors received nets,
they want to receive the same gift. Joan
said in her report to us, “We’ve finally got
everything in place for distributing 200
nets in Sumpi. We met with the sobas
(traditional rulers) from the town
yesterday to make the final arrangements.

We’re trying to make sure that every bairro
(neighborhood) gets a fair distribution.
We’ve arranged 5 dates in July when we’ll
be giving out the nets - we’re planning to
do two bairros each time. We will be
targeting families with children under
five and pregnant women.”
   Once the distribution area has been
designated and approved, the next step
is to educate the recipients. Even though
families love to receive a net, it is important
that they actually use the nets. Everybody
in Angola knows malaria and knows
people who died because of malaria but
not everyone realizes or is convinced of
the prevention afforded by a mosquito net.
In her report, Joan outlined that her team

would do a presentation “on malaria and
on using the nets to prevent malaria, before
we actually give out the nets.”
   The final and biggest hurdle, is
translating knowledge into action - that
is getting recipients to actually hang up
the net. Usually part of the presentation
about malaria and the use of nets includes
a demonstration on how easy it is to hang
a net. Each mosquito net package includes
all the necessary strings and hooks.
Joan’s team went a step further. She said,
“We’ve asked each bairro in Sumpi to
appoint two or three men who can help
people hang the nets. We’ve said that we
will be checking some houses to make
sure that the nets are being used!”
  The Mosquitonet Project managed to
communicate with Joan by email (most of
the main provincial centres are now
getting internet access) and in our last
email we asked her if she needed more
mosquito nets. She replied, “Well, we’re
only just beginning to scratch the surface.
There are so many remote villages up here
that could benefit. We visited one
yesterday called Ndobo, right up on the
border and was an hours drive off the
main road down a small dirt track. The
distance was only 20 kilometers but it took
us an hour because the road was in such
a poor condition. The village is in the
middle of nowhere, it’s certainly the
remotest place I’ve been to. We are going
to give them the last 100 nets. If there’s
any chance of having another 400 next
time you have some to give out, we would
gladly receive them.”
   Our project’s goal is to raise enough
funds to purchase 3,300 nets by the end
of 2008. We definitely plan to have 400
small but good packages of nets to give to
Joan for the villages in  Zaire province.



We know mosquito nets are
important for young children
because they are more
vulnerable to malaria, but why?
According to the Angola
Malaria Indicator Survey*, for

about six months following birth, antibodies acquired
from the mother during pregnancy protect children
born in areas of endemic malaria. This immunity is
gradually lost, and children start to develop their own
immunity to malaria. The pace at which immunity is
developed depends on their exposure to malaria
infection. In areas where malaria is endemic and
transmission is intense, children are thought to
achieve a high level of immunity by their fifth
birthday. Before then, young children may experience
repeated episodes of malaria, some of them life-
threatening such as cerebral malaria. This contributes
to high childhood mortality rates in a number of
countries. In areas of low malaria transmission,
immunity is acquired more slowly.

When a woman becomes pregnant,
malaria poses a bigger risk. In
areas where malaria is endemic,

adults usually have acquired some degree
of immunity to severe, life-threatening
malaria however pregnancy depresses the
immune system so that pregnant women,
especially those in their first pregnancy, face
a higher risk of malaria, according to the
Angola Malaria Indicator Survey.
Moreover, malaria in pregnant women may
not demonstrate the usual symptoms
making it tough to diagnose, says the survey.
Malaria during pregnancy is a major
contributor to a baby’s low birth weight,
maternal anemia, infant mortality,
spontaneous abortion, and stillbirth.
   Malaria was responsible for 10% of
hospital admissions in Angola of pregnant
women according to the survey which
warns mothers-to-be to sleep under
insecticide-treated mosquito nets.

*The 2006-07 Angola Malaria Indicator Survey (AMIS) is the first survey in Angola to collect nationally representative data on malaria-
specific indicators. It was recently made public and can be downloaded from the internet. All statistics quoted come from this report.

   In 2004 Angola reported 3.2 million cases of
malaria, two-thirds of them in children under 5 years
of age. It is estimated that malaria accounts for 35%
of overall mortality in children under five and 60% of
hospital admissions of children under five.

Why the grim malaria stats for children?

Mother and child at clinic in Shangalala, part of the Lutheran church’s Maternity
Caregivers program in Cunene that received nets from Mosquitonet Project

Pregnancy decreases malaria immunity

Pregnant Himba women carefully pack the nets they received from the Mosquitonet Project at
the Chawikwa Clinic in Cunene, part of the Maternity Caregivers program



Received
USD

Energy Wise Holland    250.00
Oceaneering International 2,000.00
Chevron Angola 5,000.00
*Tullow Dublin family 1,500.00*
*Angola’s Friends in Dubuque, Iowa 5,200.00*
*Petrobras Angola 1,000.00*
*Overseas Canada 2,800.00*

                    TOTAL          17,750.00

Year 2008
The first three entries in the chart at the right are
donations that were spent on nets for our April 2008
Handover. (Some funds raised in the latter part of 2007
were also used for nets for this handover. See blogsite
for exact figures.)
   The last four entries which total $10,500, are donations
already deposited for our next handover which we hope
will take place the end of this year. Our goal is to raise
$25,000, enough to buy about 3,300 mosquito nets.
   Recent media reports indicate that this year the rate
of  malaria has dropped but nevertheless, malaria is still
a major public health problem in Angola. One long
lasting impregnated family size net costs only $7.50.
Your donation can save somebody’s life.

Our 2008 fund raising campaign is well underway

Plasmodium falciparum sounds ominous
and indeed, it is the parasite responsible
for more than 90% of malaria infections

in Angola according to the Angola Malaria
Indicator Survey.
   Malaria transmission is greatest during the
rainy season and peaks between January and
May. Although malaria is endemic in all 18 of
Angola’s provinces, the disease is hyperendemic
in the north, in the provinces of Cabinda, Uige,
Kwanza Norte, Malange and the Lundas. Nets
from our project are being  distributed in all of
these provinces except for Kwanza Norte.
   Recently the Mosquitonet Project distributed
nets to two villages bordering Park
Cangandala, in the province of Malange, one
of the hyperendemic malaria areas. Malange is
best known as the home of the giant sable,
known locally as the palanca negra gigante. This
animal is the flagship of Angola - the national
football team bears its name, the national
airline uses the animal as its logo, and the giant
sable’s image is printed on Angolan money, the
10 kwanza note. Even the cover of the 112
page Angola Malaria Indicator Survery
displays the photo of this most important
animal.
   As more roads in the park are cleared of
landmines, we plan to distribute more nets.

Mosquitonet project
reaches the home of
the Giant Sable

Villagers near Cangandala Park in Malange province walk  home carrying their nets

Park administrator Bebeke, shows how simple it is to install a net



On April 30, 2008, the Mosquitonet Project celebrated its
sixth net distribution by giving out 3,130 nets to the
organizations listed below.  When we have raised a
substantial amount of money, we place an order for long
lasting impregnated nets (more info on blog) with a local

supplier, CICCI Angola, and then hold a handover with donors and
receivers and committee members. Last year the price of one net dropped
from $8.00 to $7.50!

A big thank you to all the donors
who kindly donated to the
Mosquitonet Fund (2007/08) and
therefore made it possible for us to
purchase nets for our April 2008
handover. Thanks to Chevron,
Tullow Oil, StatoilHydro, DNV,
EnergyWise, Yme Foundation
Norway, and Oceaneering
International.

Giving out nets - from M’banza Congo
to Cunene, from Luanda to the Lundas

Check our blogsite for updates. As
our recipients send us reports and
photos of their mosquito net
distribution stories, we will post
them online for you to see
firsthand. Also, check details of
previous handovers, figures, our
history... It’s all available at  http://
angolamosquitonetproject.wordpress.com

Thank You....

Six out of ten children admitted to hopsital in Angola are there because of malaria. Do you want to help
prevent a child from becoming a statistic? Please contact our Mosquitonet Project Chairperson, Tako
Koning,  244-923-505122  Email: tako.koning@tullowoil.com or tako.koning@hotmail.com, or contact our
Finance Chairperson, Ana Maria Teixeira, 222-398798, Email: anmt@statoilhydro.com

Some of our recipients and donors at the April 2008 mosquito net handover. To find
out who’s who, visit  http:angolamosquitonetproject.wordpress.com

Blog about nets

FUNDRAISING
COMMITTEE
-Tako Koning, Advisor, Tullow
Angola BV (Committee Chairperson)
-Ana Maria Teixeira, Administration
Officer, StatoilHydroAngola
(Committee Finance Chairperson)
-Elizabeth Halliday, Senior
Geophysicist, Tullow Oil, Dublin
-Gilda Alexander, General
Accounting Analyst. Chevron Angola
-Henriette Koning, English Language
Instructor, Luanda
-Laura Farrell, Hospital Volunteer, TB
Sanatorium, Luanda
-Manuel Soque, Document Control
&Translation, BP Angola
-Tony Congo, Logistician, Yme
Foundation, Angola, Luanda

Net distribution April 30, 2008 Nets
1. Concern in Bie province (education program)  650
2. Development Workshop (local initiatives)                     700
3. Lutheran church (maternity caregivers program Cunene)  500
4. Baptist Church medical centre M’Banza Congo  400
5. Missionary Scott McHaney for Uige and the Lundas  200
6. Palanca Negra Shepherds Program, Malange  100
7. Women in Alfalit (Bairro dos Ossos)    30
8. Oxfam  200
9. Franciscan Sisters (mothers in crèche program Viana)  100
10. Vida Abundante, Luanda  150
11. Yme Cabinda  100

3,130 nets out of a total of 3,166


